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while residents of Egypt and Pakistan produce less than
1 pound per day.22
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Degree of Impact
GLOBAL WARMING

Degree of Impact
WATER POLLUTION

In 2007, the United States was responsible for 20% of
the world’s carbon dioxide emissions, more than any
other country.12

In the United States, 44% of streams, 64% of lakes, and
30% of estuaries are unfit for swimming or fishing.15

Agricultural chemicals, eroded sediment, and animal

wastes have fouled over 173,000 miles of waterways.16
States, now produces more total carbon dioxide, but the
U.S. leads in per capita emissions.13 Almost 45% of our drinking water comes from ground-
water sources, and 38 states reported finding pesticides,
Carbon dioxide is the primary greenhouse gas, responsi- some of which cause cancer, in their groundwater.17
ble for 60% of global warming caused by greenhouse

1

i

]

1

i

]

]

]

1

China, with over four times more people than the United 1
I

i

1

]

I

|

gases, 14 :
o

P e e —
b oo o o oo o oom oom omm o oo s e e oem oww omm omm omm o

P o= == mmomm e e e e e e e e Em Em R Em e e e e ey P o= e mommomm o Em Em o e e e e Em e e e e e oy

Degree of Impact
NATURAL RESOURCES

Degree of Impact
LAND USE

A person living in an industrialized country consumes: In the last 200 years the United States has lost:
® 71% of its topsoil,
® 50% of its wetlands,
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e three times as much meat
e nine times as much paper, and
* eleven times as much gasoline,

as someone in a developing country.? North America,
with 5% of the world’s population, consumes 30% of the
aluminum.8

® 99% of its tallgrass prairie.9.10
In the United States, more than 8,000 square miles of
land per year disappear under suburban sprawl-most
often land of superior quality for agriculture.ll

The statistics on these cards were drawn from numerous demographic resources, as cited in The Basics of Population Education.
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