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- Part One: Introduction
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B To Explore vital Umfymg Themes and Narratlves of Human '

. Expenence

A_nother principle of selectlon then is to choose partlculaxs that most dramaucally il-

lustrate universal historical themes. That they may “"comprehend the forces for change
- and continuity that have shaped—and will continue to shape—human life," the Bradley

Cominission said, students should pursue overarching themes and narratives out of the
entire human past across the globe. These appear in full on pages ten and eleven of Build-

. ing a History Cumculum _

Civilization, cultural
diffusion, and -
. - innovation—the evolution
of human skills and the understanding of

_nature and people; the cultural fowering
of major civilizations in the arts literature,

and thought

Human interaction with
the environment—the re-
lationship between geography
and technology and the éffects of each on
economic, social, and political develop-

ments. The: chmces made possible, or limit-

ed, by clunate resou.rces, and location,
and the consequences of such choices.

A Values, beI'i'é_fs, polit- -
ical ideas, and in-

stitutions— the basic prln-
ciples of influential religions, philosophies
and ideologies. The interplay among ide-

as, moral values, and leadership, especial- -

ly in the evolution of democratic in-
stitutions. The tensions between freedom
and security, liberty and equality, di-

- versity and commonality in human affairs.

- @ C'onflic't and coop-
. eration -—the causes of war

" and the approaches to peace,
and the human consequences of both. The-
relations between domestic-affairs and for- -
eign policy. Choices made between inter-~
national conflict and cooperahon 1solat10n

‘and mterdependence

Comparative history of
—— 1 major developments— -
~ the forces for révolution, re-
acl:mn and reform across time. Imperi-
alism, ancient and modern. Comparatwe -
instances of slavery and emancipation, -
feudalism and central government, ec-

onormic expansion and peniuiry, growth of

- cities and then' charactensncs

Patterns of social and-

political interaction—
1 change and continuity of class,
_ethnie, racial, and gender
structure and relations. Migration, im-
migration, forces for social mobility and ‘
immobility. The conditions and aspirations
of common people, and those of elites, and
their effects upon political power and in-
stltuhons '




